
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Zonmg CommiSSion 

* * * 

ZONING COMMISSION FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ZONING COMMISSION ORDER NO 11-15 

Z C Case No 11-15 
(Howard Umversity- 2011 Campus Plan) 

January 9, 2012 

Th1s DeclSlon and Order anses out of an apphcatlon filed m Z C Case No II 15 of Howard 
Umvers1ty ( UmvefSlty ') pursuant to II DCMR §§ 3108 I, for spec1al exception rev1ew and 
approval of1ts 2011 Central Campus Plan for the Howard Umvers1ty Campus under§§ 210 and 
507 of the Zomng RegulatiOns 

The campus IS bounded generally by Flonda Avenue N W to the south 4th Street N W and the 
McM11lan ReservOir to the east Hobart Street N W to the north and Sherman Avenue, N W to 
the west It 1s located m the R-4 DIR-5-A DIR 5- B, R-5-E C 2 A C-R, D/SP-2 C M 2 and 
C-M 3 zones m Square 330 Lot 800 Square 2872 Lots 266 to 271 275 803 820 822 824 
Square 2873 Lots 785, 786 787 788, 789 790 791 792, 796 797 869 872, 873, 1101 Square 
2875 Lots 159, 162-167, 284 302 331-333 976 982 1108, 2004, 2011 2033 Square 2877 
Lots 62 811 930, 933 934, 945 968 972 970, 977 979 1023 Square 2882, Lots 742 to 749 
756 to 769 950 951 952 953 1037 to 1039 Square 2885 Lot 889 Square 3055 Lots 15 821 
Square 3057 Lot 92 Square 3058 Lots 827 828 829 833-835 Square 3060 Lots 41 830 839 
Square 3063 Lot 801 Square 3064 Lots 44 45 826 837 Square 3065 Lots 36,829 830 831 
833 Square 3068 Lot 30 Square 3069 Lots 65 66 Square 3072 Lots 52 818, Square 3074 
Lot II Square 3075 Lot 807 Square 3080, Lot 73 Square 3084 Lot 830 Square 3088 Lot 
835 and Square 3094, Lot 800 It IS surrounded by the neighborhoods of Shaw LeDrmt Park, 
Bloommgdale, Pleasant Plams Park V1ew and Columbm He1ghts 

In accordance w1th II DCMR §§ 210 and 3035 this case has been heard 'by the Zomng 
Comm~ss10n under the rules of the Board of Zonmg Adjustment at Chapter 31 of II DCMR 

HEARING DATE 
DECISION DATE 

December 5 2011 
January 9 2012 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

ZONING COMMIS~ION 
Dist c of Corum!P&--

CASENO -/'c::::J 

I The proposed Campus Plan apphes to Howard Uruvers1ty's Central Campus The 
Central Campus IS centered along Georgm A venue and Howard Place With Hobart Street 
to the north 41

h Street to the east U and V Streets to the south and Flonda and Sherman 
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A venues to the east The campus boundary also extends to the followmg additiOnal 
properties vacant bmldmgs along Sherman Avenue and north of Barry Place, parking lot 
near 9th and V Streets, Carver Hall at 2"d and Elm Streets N W Slowe Hall at 3'd and 
Elm Streets N W and Umvers1ty Service Center at 1Oth and Flonda Avenue 

2 The Umvers1ty's previOus Central Campus Plan was approved by BZA Order No 16330 
on March 29, 1999 subJect to conditiOns mcludmg the followmg 

• A cap on student enrollment at 12,000 faculty at 1 777 staff at 3,494, and 
hospital staff at 2 185 

• The Uruvers1ty should work With the commuruty and make all reasonable 
efforts to seek the ImplementatiOn of the recommended traffic mitigatiOn 
measures If the measures are deemed desrrable by a consensus of the affected 
commuruty groups 

• The Umvers1ty shall endeavor consistent With Its overall academic missiOn to 
encourage commercial development on lower Georgia Avenue and 

• Establish a Howard Uruversity Advisory Council (HUAC) composed of 
representatives of the Uruvers1ty affected Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions (mcludmg but not llffilted to ANC lB and ANC 5C) 
representatives selected by CIVIC associatiOns surroundmg the campus 
(mcludmg but not limited to Pleasant Plams Bloommgdale and LeDr01t 
Park), mterested student orgaruzatwns and other mterested commuruty groups 
The Howard Umvers1ty Advisory Council shall meet on a regular basis or a 
m1rumuru of four trmes annually to discuss the effects of Umvers1ty activities 
on the surroundmg commuruty and other Issues of mutual concern 

3 This Plan expired on March 29 1999 The Uruversity requested and the Zorung 
Commission approved an 18-month extensiOn of the Plan on January 12 2009 pursuant 
to Z C Order No 08 32 and a one year extensiOn on May 24 2010 pursuant to Z C 
Order No 08-32B to allow the Uruvers1ty s new admm1stration to have mput on the 
plan 

4 The proposed Campus Plan ( '2011 Plan ) IS an update of the prevwus plan and i 
program to upgrade and expand campus facilities mcludmg academic residential and 
recreatiOnal bmldmgs The 2011 Plan proposes over 2 316,584 gross square feet of new 
constructiOn as well as maJOr renovatiOns and additiOns to ex1stmg bmldmgs m three 
phases over the next seven years The 2011 Plan proposes an mcrease m the floor area 
ratio ( FAR ) of the campus from the existing 1 3 to I 75 but no change m the existing 
enrollment benchmark of 12 000 students ZONING COMMISSION
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5 The boundanes of the 'Central Campus are modified With the 2011 Plan The Umvers1ty 
IS addmg a vacant parkmg lot, cons1stmg of Lots 266 271 803, 820 and 822 824 m 
Square 2872, Lot 788 m Square 2873 and Lot 1108 m Square 2875 Certam lots m 
Squares 2873, 2875 and 2877 are no longer owned by the Umvers1ty and have been 
deleted 

6 The proposed 2011 Plan IS based upon the followmg key planmng prmc1ples 

• support for the Umvers1ty s academic rmss10n, 
• preservation and protection of the Umvers1ty s histone legacy, 
• fostenng commumty engagement 
• lffiplementatiOn of good urban design, 
• enhancmg connectivity and walkab1hty 
• lffiprovmg the pubhc realm 
• developmg the campus edge and 
• embracmg sustamab1hty 

7 The proposed 2011 Plan mcludes several projects that would expand academic 
residential, athletic commercial and student hfe facihtJes on the campus The majonty 
of the proposed bwldmg expansiOn Will take place on the eastern portion of the campus 
(the core area) and not directly adjacent to neighborhood residences 

8 The Umvers1ty s plan for the new and expanded bmldmg projects IS phased as follows 

Phase 1 (1-3 years) mcludes a new mterdisciplmary science and engmeermg 
bmldmg ComputatiOnal BIOmedical Science two new Residential Halls as well as 
a residence for upperclassmen a welhiess and recreatiOn center and reta.Jl 

Phase 2 (3-5 years) mcludes renovatiOn of the Blackburn Center School of 
CommumcatiOns and Retail AcademiC/Support/Pubhc Safety Nursmg Allied 
Health Phamiacy Nanotechnology Upperclassman Residence Reta.Jl and the 
Mmer Bwldmg RenovatiOn 

Phase 3 (5-7 years) mcludes Health Sciences, Health Care and Retwl an 
Intercollegiate Athletics Complex and Reta.Jl Graduate and Work Force Housmg 
Upperclassman Residences and a teachmg and learmng bwldmg and 

Future Phase mcludes academic residential reta.Jl, mstitutiOnal mfill, 
acadenuc/research, and additional space 

9 The Umvers1ty s proposed development plan does not address the current and future 
status of the Howard Umvers1ty Hospital The hospital has Its own umque operatiOns and 
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impacts and would need to be fully analyzed to assess Its 1mpacts on the neighborhood 
due to traffic The Office of Planrung ("OP ) therefore recommended that a development 
plan for the hospital be prov1ded as an amendment to the 2011 Plan should expansiOn or 
external alteratiOns be proposed 

10 The 2011 Plan proposes to mcrease the Uruvers1ty's capac1ty to house students on the 
campus The Uruvers1ty submitted under separate cover further processmg apphcat10ns 
for two new donmtones to be constructed for occupancy for the 2014-2015 academic 
year 

11 The Uruvers1ty s student housmg plan targets accommodatmg between 60% and 70% of 
the total ehg1ble (full time) student populatiOn as compared to the ex1sting capac1ty to 
house approxrmate1y 40% of eligible students The plan IS des1gned to address several 
core 1ssues With the ex1stmg mventory, mcludmg 

• a general lack of system capacity to house the targeted proportiOn of the 
student populatiOn 

• the poor location of ex1stmg residence halls relat1ve to core campus functiOns 
• the old age of many of the ex1stmg facilities and the mfrastructure that serves 

them, and 
• dJ.spanties between housmg types pnce pomts, and access to housmg Wlthm 

the system 

12 To accomplish 1ts student housmg goals the Uruvers1ty 1s committed to the constructiOn 
of several new residence halls the renovatiOn of certam ex1stmg residence halls and the 
removal of outmoded or sub par facilities from the housmg mventory Properties that are 
tentatively scheduled for removal from the actively occupied mventory mclude George 
W Carver Hall George W Cook Hall Charles R Drew Hall Mend1an Hill Hall and 
Lucy D Slowe Hall 

13 In Phase I of the Campus Plan the Uruvers1ty proposes to construct over 1,300 new beds 
to replace facilities that are deemed sub-par In subsequent phases over 1 500 more beds 
are proposed to be constructed to enhance system capac1ty to meet the targeted 60% to 
70% on-campus res1dency rate Additionally, approx1mately 100 beds Will be removed 
from the system through a senes of mtenor renovatiOns focused upon enhancmg housmg 
quality through de-dens1fication of livmg conditions 

14 Key landscape recommendatiOns mcluded m the 2011 Plan mclude 

• renovatmg the Mam Quad and Lower Quads 
• developmg a new gateway at Howard Place and Georg~a A venue 
• 1mprovmg streetscapes throughout the campus boundanes 
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• tmprovmg the East-West pedestnan connectiOn at Howard Place across Georgia 
Avenue to Sherman Avenue 

• renovatmg the rooftop of the Undergraduate Ltbrary wtth a new green roof garden 
arbor and seatmg areas, and 

• creatmg a new Restdenttal Quad 

15 The CommiSSIOn provtded proper and timely notice ofpubhc hearmg on this applicatiOn 
by pubhcatton m the D C Regzster and by mail to the Applicant, Advtsory Neighborhood 
Commissions ( ANC ) 1B and 5C and to owners of property wtthm 200 feet of the 
property that IS the subject of this application The application was also referred to OP 
for revtew and report 

16 The Central Campus ts located wtthm the boundanes of ANC lB ANC lB, whtch IS 
automatically a party m this proceedmg subnntted a wntten statement m support of the 
application The applicatiOn ts also of Interest to ANC 5C whose boundary IS located 
across from the Howard campus ANC 5C also submttted a wntten statement m support 
of the application 

17 OP subnntted a wntten report and recommended approval of the Uruverstty s apphcat10n 
subject to the followmg condtttons 

(a) The overall maxtmum student enrollment shall be 12,000 students mcludmg any 
student takmg at least one class or course at any area covered by the 20 II Plan 

(b) The 20 II Plan as submitted shall be valtd for a penod of 15 years 

(c) The anticipated reuse of the vacated student housmg bwldmgs m the commuruty 
be tdenttfied, 

(d) A campus plan amendment and/or further processmg apphcatwn be submitted 
should the Howard Uruvers1ty Hospttal propose any structural changes or 
expansiOns 

(e) Provtde uruverstty student housmg for at least 70% of the total undergraduate 
enrollment and 

(f) Submtsston of the extstmg proposed and maxtmum density calcwatwns for the 
entrre camp~ 

18 The DC Departtnent of Transportation ( DDOT") submitted a wntten memorandum 
mdtcatmg support for the applicatiOn and hsttng several areas m wluch the Uruvers1ty 

ZONING COMMISSION
District of Columbia

Case No. 11-15

89



ZC CASENO 1115 
Z C ORDER NO 11 15 
PAGE6 

could unprove or expand upon previOus Improvements to transportatiOn wttlun and 
around the Central Campus boundaries 

19 In response to DDOT s recommendatiOns the Umversity agreed to the folloWing 

(a) Coordmate closely wtth DDOT regardmg the roadway design of Georgia Avenue 
to ensure successful Improvement of transit facilities, changes to curbside 
parking, and minimizatiOn of vehicular delay on the comdor 

(b) Install a new traffic Signal at the mtersection of College and 4th Streets, N W 
pnor to the Issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the new student residences 
along 4th Street 

(c) Fund at least one Bikehare station on the central campus m order to help meet the 
demand for the bicycle transportation and to connect wtth new activity centers 
and residential nodes where Bikeshare bicycles and docks have already been 
mstalled 

(d) Implement a Transportation Demand Management ( TDM ) Plan to encourage 
students faculty and staff to reduce the number of dnve alone tnps to the central 
campus and mcrease their use of trariSit and other alternative modes of 
transportation The TDM Plan mcludes 

(1) Mamtenance of bus stops durmg construction, should any constructiOn 
actiVIty necessitate bus stop relocatiOn 

(2) An mcrease m the amount of short-term and long-term bicycle parkmg on 
campus as descnbed m the IDM Plan subrrutted to DDOT on November 
21 2011 

(3) Offenng non Uruversity tenants of new campus plan bmldmgs the optiOn 
to purchase or lease parking spaces at market rate mstead of mcludmg 
them m the tenancy lease thus g~vmg them an opportunity to reduce their 
use of on-site parking, 

(4) Postmg and publication of the final TDM Plan on the Uruversity s 
Parking and Shuttle webpage and m other Uruversity media, where 
commuter benefits and timelmes for unplementahon Will be publicized f<ff 
all faculty staff and students 

( 5) IdentificatiOn of a TDM Leader , 

( 6) InstallatiOn of at least one trariSportatwn Information kwsk per year for the 
first five years of the campus plan ImplementatiOn, ZONING COMMISSION
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(7) Establishment ofweblmks to commuter support webs1tes 

(8) Mamtenance and rmprovement of the Uruvers1ty shuttle bus service where 
necessary, 

(9) ExpansiOn of telecommutmg practices and the promotion of flextime 
schedules where appropnate for faculty and staff 

(I 0) An mcrease m the pnce of parkmg on Uruvers1ty parkmg lots by I 00% for 
all permit holders on lots With occupancy levels of 80% or greater 
begmnmg m school year 2012-2013 

(II) Encourage an mcrease m the use ofWMATA s SmartBenefits program 

(12) Conduct annual modal split surveys and morutonng practices to determme 
the effectiveness of the TDM measures m reducmg the percentage of 
dnve-alone Uruvers1ty faculty staff and srudents These Will mclude the 
establishment of aspiratiOnal performance md1cators and TDM targets that 
the Uruvers1ty shall use as benchmarks agamst which to measure progress 
The mtent IS to be able to effectively gauge success m meetmg targets 
These targets mclude 

• By the end of the first five years of the approved plan 

A reductiOn m the faculty and staff dnve-alone rates to 50% and 

A reductiOn m the percentage of the overall populatiOn (mcludmg 
srudents) who dnve alone to 18% 

• By the end of the first ten years of the approved plan 

A reductiOn m the faculty and staff dnve-alone rates to 40% 

A reductiOn m the percentage of the overall populatiOn (mcludmg 
students) who dnve alone to 15% and 

If annual surveys do not show a reductiOn m the current dnve 
alone mode percentage and/or the number of parkmg permits sol~ 
the Uruvers1ty will undertake additiOnal TDM measures beyond 
those listed above m pursUit of the aspuat10nal targets and 

(e) Commit to an on-gomg regular morutonng and reportmg program of campus 
transportatiOn actiVIty parkmg and progress on TDM targets to DDOT 
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20 The LeDrmt Park CIVIC Assoc1at10n and the Pleasant Plarns CIVIC Assoc~atwn both 
expressed concerns about Umvers1+y-owned vacant bmldmgs located outs1de the Campus 
Plan boundanes mcludmg those that are currently vacant or near vacant, and those that 
are scheduled to become vacant The Umvers1ty has addressed each of these concerns as 
follows 

• The Mary Church Terrell House 326 T Street N W IS a Natwnal H1stonc 
Landmark (as of 1975), and IS undergomg restoratiOn actiVIties as fundmg 
becomes ava!lable The bmldmg IS unoccupied The Umvers1ty md1cated 
that 1t contmues to seek fundmg to complete the restoratiOn of the bmldmg 
and the extenor landscapmg Will be marntamed 

• The Walter Washmgton Home, 408-410 T Street N W 1s a home of 
spec1al local s1gmficance wluch the Umvers~ty mtends to renovate and 
stab1hze for potential use as a Umvers1ty Guest House The Umvers1ty 
md!Cated that m the mtenm the extenor landscapmg Will be marntamed 

• 649 Flonda Avenue N W IS a vacant Jot that 1s fenced m and frequently 
collects trash Ne1ghbors have asked and the Umvers1ty agreed that the lot 
be regularly cleaned and that the Umvers1ty Will explore placmg some 
artwork around the penmeter to keep 1t from bemg an eyesore 

• The Effingham Apartlnents 2711 2715 2719 Georg1a Avenue N W are 
currently vacant Tlus apartlnent complex w1ll remam vacant and the 
Umvers1ty agreed to mamtam the extenor landscapmg and keep the hallways 
well ht m the evemngs 

• Square 2877 Lot 967 next door to 2009 E1ghth Street N W IS a fenced m 
vacant lot wluch mterm1ttently collects trash The neighbors have requested 
and the Umvers1ty agreed that the lot shall be regularly cleaned and that the 
Umvers1ty Will explore placmg some artwork around the penmeter to keep 1t 
from bemg an eyesore 

• Vacant storefronts occur m several places on Howard-owned property along 
Georg1a Avenue (e g Wonder Plaza and 2727 Georg1a) Neighbors have 
requested and the Umvers1ty agreed that the Umvers1ty Will work With the 
Emergence Commumty Arts Collective and the Pleasant Plams Workshop to 
place artwork m the front wmdows of these fac!l!tles so that they stop 
lookmg so desolate 

21 The LeDrmt Park ne1ghbors asked that smce so much constructiOn IS expected to ensue m 
the near term, they would hke the Umverstty to develop a constructiOn plan With 1ts ZONING COMMISSION
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neighbor commuruty mstJtul1ons that would help mmumze the mconvemences that 
co~truct10n can normally bnng about The Umverstty agreed to develop constructiOn 
plans that address these and other concerns of neighbors as they anse around each of the 
construcl1on projects It sponsors 

22 The LeDrmt Park and Pleasant Plams commurut1es the Georgia Avenue Commuruty 
Development Task Force and ANC IB all conditioned their support of the plan upon the 
conl1nual1on of the Commuruty Advisory Committee ("CAC ) that was established m 
1999 as a condil1on of the Zomng CommiSSion s approval of Umvers1ty s 1998 Central 
Campus Master Plan The Umverstty agreed to contmue the CAC and mclude a seruor 
Umverstty official m the meetmgs 

23 The Bloommgdale Civic AssociatiOn ANC IB the' Georgia Avenue Community 
Development Task Force and the LeDrmt Park CIVIC Assoc1al1on all acknowledged a need 
for the Uruvers1ty to work more closely With 1ts students and Its neighbors to foster better 
relatiOnships between the students who live m off-campus housmg and community 
residents To help develop a more robust mfrastrucl1Ire for managmg these relatiOnships 
the Umvers1ty agreed to rmplement the followmg measures 

(a) The development of an off-campus housmg policy that Will be published m the 
student handbook 

(b) The creatiOn of an mventory of off campus housmg so that students who live off
campus can be readily tdenl1fied by address 

(c) Regular convemng of students who live off campus to onent them to the 
commuruty's lnstory and hentage mtroduce them to commuruty leaders provide 
them With tips for safety and adjustment to commuruty livmg and rermnd them of 
off-campus housmg pohctes thetr nghts and responstbthttes 

(d) Workmg With commuruty groups to orgaruze welcommg events for students and 

(e) Estabhshmg a website that 

(I) Provtdes valuable mformatiOn to students and commuruty members such as 
contact mformat10n for Umvers1ty staff, the Metropolitan Pohce Department 
( MPD' ), the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (' DCRA'*J' 
and commuruty leadership m the event Issues anse or complamts need to be 
filed 

(2) Contams a complamt form that can be filled out on lme by any complamant 
who needs to alert the Umvers1ty of a concern they may have, 
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(3) Sets forth mstructions regardmg the procedures that students and community 
members should follow to have complamts addressed most efficiently and 
effectively, 

(4) Assigns a Uruvers1ty staff member to be responsible for morutonng 
complamts filed and d1rectmg them to the appropnate persons to resolve the 
Issues raised 

(5) Identifies Issues that should be addressed by the Umvers1ty MPD the 
Landlord Tenant DivisiOn ofDCRA or others and 

( 6) Identifies landlords and tenants nghts and responsibilities as they relate to 
off-campus housmg m winch students reside such as safety hazards on the 
property overflowmg trash problems overcrowdmg rodent and/or msect 
InfestatiOn etc 

24 The Uruvers1ty submitted a ratiOnale JUStifYing the treatinent of the Howard Uruvers1ty 
Middle School located Witlun the campus boundanes as an accessory uruvers1ty use for 
zomng purposes As such the Middle School s parkmg requrrements can be met Withm 
the overall Campus Plan parkmg standards 

25 As duected by 11 DCMR § 3119 2, the Zomng CommissiOn reqmred the Applicant to 
satisfy the burden of provmg the elements necessary to establish the case for a special 
exception under 11 DCMR § 21 0 

26 On December 12 2011 the Umversity submitted a post heanng memorandum m which It 
responded to the Zomng CommiSsion OP DDOT ANCs 18 and 5C the LeDrmt Park 
Civic AssociatiOn the B1oormngdale CIVIC Association the Pleasant Plams Task Force 
and the Georgia Avenue Commuruty Development Task Force In 1ts post-heanng 
memorandum the Umvers1ty provided all of the additiOnal mformatwn requested by the 
Zomng CommiSSIOn and accepted and committed to ImplementatiOn of the 
recommendatiOns set forth m the statements by the Office ofPlanmng the Departinent of 
TransportatiOn and the vanous neighborhood orgamzatwns 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

The Applicant IS seekmg a special exception pursuant to §§ 210 and 3104 of the Zorung 
RegulatiOns for approval of a new Campus Plan The Zorung Commission IS authonzed to grant 
a special exception where m the JUdgment of the Zorung Comrrusswn based on a shoWing 
through substantial evidence the special exceptiOn Will be m harmony With the general purpose 
and mtent of the Zonmg Regulations and Maps and Will not tend to affect adversely the use of 
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ne1ghbonng property m accordance With the Zonmg RegulatJons and Zorung Maps (D C 
Officml Code§ 6-641 07(g)(2)(2001) 11 DCMR § 3104 1) 

The Zomng RegulatiOns spec1fy that a uruvers1ty m a Res1dence Specml Purpose (SP) or Mixed
Use (Corrunerc1al Res1dentJal) (CR) Zone D1stnct shall be located so that 1t IS not hkely to 
become objectiOnable to ne1ghbonng property because of n01se traffic number of srudents, or 
other objectJonable cond1tJons (11 DCMR § 210 2 § 507 7 and§ 615 2) W1th the 1mpos1t10n 
of cond1tJons contamed m the Order the Zorung Cormnlsswn concludes that the Apphcant has 
met 1ts burden of shoWing that 1ts use of 1ts property Will not be objectJonable to ne1ghbonng 
property 

The Zorung Comrrusswn concludes that the proposed 2011 Plan mcludes an acceptable and 
appropnate range of projects The Zorung CorruniSSion also concludes that, m add1t10n to 
makmg traffic and parkmg assessments the Uruvers1ty artJculated 1ts v1s1on for the campus 
envuonment successfully 

The Zonmg CorruniSSJOn notes, and g1ves great we1ght to, the recorrunendatwns by OP that the 
proposed Campus Plan should be approved subject to certam cond1t10ns des1gned to msure that 
the Umvers1ty Will conform to the requuements of § 210 of the Zonmg RegulatiOns espec1ally 
§§ 210 2 and 210 7 The Zomng Comrmsswn has mcorporated many of OP's recorrunended 
cond1t10ns wruch have been agreed to by the Umvers1ty mto the approval of the new Campus 
Plan The Zorung Comrruss10n also notes and g1ves great we1ght to the Issues and concerns of 
ANCs IB and 5C and carefully considered theu corrunents m formulatJng the cond1t1ons of 
approval of the Campus Plan 

The Zonmg Corrun1Ss1on finds that the Campus Plan boundaries and proposed enrollment 
faculty and staff caps are reasonable and appropnate Because the caps are a contJnuatwn of the 
status quo and have proven to be adequate m the past they are not hkely to become 
obJeCtiOnable Further the Zonmg CommiSSIOn concludes that the Campus Plan prov1des 
adequate housmg and conditions regardmg off campus srudent housmg and th1s approval 
subject to cond1t1ons Will ensure no adverse 1mpacts on ne1ghbonng property as a result of 
srudents hvmg off campus The Zonmg Comm1ss1on encourages the Uruvers1ty s plans to 
1mplement vanous sustamab1hty and green practices 

Based upon the record before the Zorung Cormn1ss1on 1t concludes that the Apphcant has met 
the burden of proof, under 11 DCMR §§ 31041 3035 and 210, and that the requested rehefWJll 
be m harmony With the general purpose and mtent of the Zorung Regulations and Map and w1fi 
not tend to adversely affect the use of ne1ghbormg property m accordance With the Zomng 
RegulatiOns and Map It IS therefore ORDERED that the apphcatlon for a new Campus Plan be 
GRANTED, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
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1 Tlus 2011 Plan and the level of Uruvers1ty operatiOn It descnbes, mcludmg the Howard 
Urnvers1ty pubhc charter middle school, are approved until December 31, 2027, subject 
to the followmg conditiOns or until such time pnor to that date as the Zorung 
CommisSion determmes that conditions warrant submiSSion of a campus plan amendment 
or an updated campus plan 

2 The approved 2011 Plan boundary shall be the Central Campus as shown on Exhibit 85 
m the record, 

3 The Central Campus may only be developed m accordance With the plans and matenals 
subrrutted by the Applicant marked as Exlub1t 5 of the record, as modified by the 
gmdelmes conditions, and standards of tins Order 

4 The UruversJty shall subrrut to the Zorung ComrrussiOn, as a special exceptiOn each 
mdlVldual request to construct a bwldmg or structllfe which IS descnbed m the 2011 
Plan, and located m a Residence Special Purpose or Mixed-Use (Commercial 
Residential) Zone D1stnct Along With each request the Uruversity shall submit 
mformatwn as to how the particular buiidmg or structure complies With the 2011 Plan 

5 The Uruversity shall submit a campus plan amendment and/or further processmg 
applicatiOn should the Howard Umvers1ty Hospital propose any structural changes or 
expansiOns 

6 The Umvers1ty shall not exceed a maximum enrolhnent of 12 000 students enrolled m 
classes located m the area covered by the 2011 Plan The maximum employment for 
faculty and staff shall not exceed 7 456 (mcludmg the Howard Umvers1ty Hospital) 1 

7 Not later than August 31, 2026 the Umvers1ty shall provide student housmg Withm the 
20 II Plan boundanes for at least 70% of Its undergraduate student populatiOn 

8 The Umversity shall contmue to work With the Commumty Advisory Council to clearly 
address Issues to enhance commumty relations A semor level Umvers1ty representative 
Will partiCipate m the meetmgs, 

9 In the transJtiorung of existing student residence halls away from use as student housmg 
mto faculty and/or workforce housmg the Urnvers1ty shall not allow the halls to remam 
vacant for a penod of more than one year 

10 In an effort to promote respectful relationships between Umversity students who live m 
off-campus housmg and commumty residents, the Umvers1ty shall Implement the 
folloWing measures 

1 The Umvemty may of course request an mcrease to these caps through an applicatiOn to mod1fy thts Order 
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(a) No later than December 31, 2012 develop an off campus housmg pohcy that 
Will be pubhshed m the student handbook 

(b) No later than December 31, 2012 create an mventory of off campus housmg so 
that students who hve off-campus can be readtly Identified by address 

(c) Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan regularly convene students who hve 
off campus to onent them to the community s lnstory and hentage, mtroduce 
them to commurnty leaders, proVIde them With tips for safety and adjustment to 
commurnty hVJng and remmd them of off-campus housmg pohc1es their nghts 
and responsibilities 

(d) Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan work With commurnty groups to 
orgamze speCial events where students and neighbors can come together m a 
pleasant welcommg environment and 

(e) No later than December 31, 2012 estabhsh a website by that among other 
thmgs 

(1) Provides valuable mformat10n to students and commurnty members such 
as contact mformat10n for Uruvers1ty staff MPD DCRA and commurnty 
leaderslnp m the event Issues anse or complamts need to be filed and 

(2) Contams a complamt form that can be filled out on lme by any 
complamant who needs to alert the Uruvers1ty of a concern they may have 

11 The UmversJty shall undertake the followmg transportatiOn measures 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan coordinate closely With DDOT 
regardt.ng the roadway design of Georgia Avenue to ensure successful 
Improvement of transit fact!Ities changes to curbside parkmg and minimization 
of velncular delay on the comdor 

Pnor to the Issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the proposed new student 
residence halls along 4th Street, and subject to the permission of DDOT mstall a 
new traffic signal at the mtersection of College and 4th Streets, N W 

No later than December 31, 2015 fund at least one B1keshare station on tilt: 
central campus m order to help meet the demand for bicycle transportatiOn and to 
coni!ect With new actiVIty centers and residential nodes where Bikeshare bicycles 
and docks have already been mstalled, 

Throughout the hfe of the Campus Plan the Uruvers1ty shallunplement a TDM 
Plan to encourage students faculty and staff to reduce the number of dnve alone ZONING COMMISSION
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tnps to the central campus and mcrease the1r use of trans1t and other alternative 
modes of transportatiOn The TDM Plan shall mclude 

(1) Mamtenance of bus stops durmg construction, should any construction 
actiVIty necessitate bus stop relocatiOn 

(2) An mcrease m the amount of short-term and long-term bicycle parkmg on 
campus as descnbed m the TDM Plan submitted to DDOT on November 
21 2011 

(3) Offenng non-Uruvers1ty tenants of new campus plan bwldmgs the opt1on 
to purchase or lease parkmg spaces at market rate mstead of mcludmg 
them m the tenancy lease, thus givmg them an opportunity to reduce theu 
use of on site parkmg, 

(4) Postmg and publicatiOn of the fmal TDM Plan on the Uruvers1ty's 
Parlang and Shuttle webpage and m other Umversity media, where 
commuter benefits and tlmelmes for unplementatwn Will be publicized for 
all faculty staff and students, 

(5) IdentificatiOn of a TDM Leader 

( 6) Installation of at least one transportation mformatwn laosk per year for the 
first five years of the campus plan 1mplementat10n 

(7) Establishment of web links to commuter support websites, 

(8) Mamtenance and Improvement of the Umverstty shuttle bus servtce where 
necessary 

(9) ExpansiOn of telecommuting practices and the promotiOn of flextime 
schedules where appropnate for faculty and staff 

(10) An mcrease m the pnce ofparkmg on Uruverstty parlang lots by 100% for 
all permit holders on lots With occupancy levels of 80% or greater 
begirutmg m school year 2012-2013, 

(11) Encourage an mcrease m the use of WMATA's SmartBenefits prograllr, 
and 

(12) Conduct annual modal split surveys and momtonng practices to determme 
the effectiveness of the TDM measures m reducmg the percentage of 
dnve-alone Uruversity faculty, staff and students These will mclude the 
establishment of aspiratlonal performance mdicators and TDM targets (see ZONING COMMISSION
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Fmdmg of Fact No 19 (d) (12)) that the UmversJty shall use as 
benchmarks agamst winch to measure progress, and 

12 In accordance With the DC Human Rights Act of 1977 as amended DC Official Code 
§§ 2-1401 01 et ~(Act) the D1stnct of Columbia does not d1scnmmate on the bas1s of 
actual or perceived race, color rehgwn, national ongm sex age, mantal status, personal 
appearance sexual onentauon gender 1dent1ty or expressiOn, farruhal status, farn!ly 
respons1b!ht1es, matnculatwn, poht1cal affihauon, genetic mformauon, d1sab1hty source 
of mcome or place of residence or busmess Sexual harassment IS a form of sex 
d!scnrnmatwn wh1ch IS prolnb1ted by the Act In add1t10n harassment based on any of 
the above protected categones IS proh1b1ted by the Act Discnrnmatwn m viOlation of the 
Act Will not be tolerated Vwlators Will be subject to d!sc1phnary actwn 

VOTE 5-0-0 (Michael G Turnbull, Marcie I Cohen, Anthony J Hood, 
Konrad W Schlater, and Peter G May to approve) 

BY ORDER OF THE D C ZONING COMMISSION 
Each concurnng member approved the Issuance of this Order 

ATTESTED BY 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER March 2, 2012 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Office of Zonmg 

* * * 
Z C CASE NO 11 15 

As Secretary to the Commtsswn I hereby certtfy that .MAR 9 2Q1Z,ptes of thts Z C Order No II 15 were mat led 
first class postage prepatd or sent by mter office government mail to the followmg 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

DC Reglster 

Cynthta GIOrdano Esq 
Saul Ewmg 
1919 Pennsylvama Avenue N W Smte 550 
Washmglon DC 20006 

ANCIB 
2000 14" Street N W Sutte IOOB 
W ashmglon D C 20009 

Comrrusstoner Myla Moss 
lBO I 
335 U Street N W 
Washmglon DC 20001 

Comnuss10ner Alexandra Lewm Zwerdmg 
IB02 
1346 Wallach Place N W 
Washmglon DC 20009 

Comnusstoner Sednck Muhammad 
IB03 
2515 13th Street N W #504 
Washmgton DC 20009 

Comrruss10ner Mary Streett 
IB05 
1447 Aonda Avenue N W 
Washmglon DC 20009 

Comrrusstoner Charles Metsch 
IB06 
1421 Chapm Street N W #102 
Washmgton DC 20009 

ATTESTED BY 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Commtsstoner Tony Norman 
IBIO 
533 Gresham Place N W 
Washmgton DC 20009 

Commtsstoner E Gad Anderson Holness 
IBII 
920 Euchd Street N W 
Washmgton DC 20001 

ANC5C 
PO Box 26183 
Washmgton DC 20001 

Comnusswner John T Salattt 
5C04 
131 U Street NW 
Washmglon DC 20001 

Gottlieb Stmon 
ANC 
1350 Pennsylvama Avenue N W 
Washmgton DC 20004 

Counctlmember Jtm Graham 

DDOT (Manm Parker) 

Mehnda Bolhng Actmg General Counsel 
DCRA 
II 00 4th Street S W 
W ashmglon D C 20024 

Office of the Attorney General (Alan Bergstem) 

Sharon S Schelhn 
Secretary to the Zonmg Comnnss10n 
Office of Zomng 

4414,.Street NW Sutte200 S Washmgton DC 20001 

Telephone (202) 727 6311 Facsurule (202) 727-6072 E Mrul dcoz@dc gov Web Stte www dcoz de gov 
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